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CHAPTER 8 – COMMENTS AND COORDINATION 
 
This chapter summarizes coordination with agencies and the public.  Section 8.1 includes 
descriptions of key meetings; Section 8.2 includes correspondence letters and emails. 

8.1 COORDINATION MEETINGS 
The following is a list of meetings held between July 2003 and March 2006 as part of the 
coordination process for the Syracuse Road Environmental Impact Statement (EIS). 
 

 July 15, 2003: Syracuse City 
 October 15, 2003: Agency Scoping 
 December 11, 2003: Public Open House No. 1 
 January 26, 2004: Syracuse City 
 February 11, 2004: Syracuse City 
 March 10, 2004: Public Open House No. 2 
 May 4, 2004: Syracuse Planning Commission 
 July 10, 2004: Syracuse Museum Foundation 
 July 21, 2004: Public Open House No. 3 
 October 20, 2004: Syracuse City 
 November 10, 2004: Public Open House No. 4 
 January 27, 2005:  Syracuse City 
 February 8, 2006:  Public Hearing  

 
Following are brief descriptions of each meeting.  Complete meeting mi
project Administrative Record. 

July 15, 2003:  Syracuse City 
Representatives of the Utah Department of Transportation (UDOT) and 
with Syracuse City.  Items discussed in the meeting included: 
 
A review of May 14, 2003 letter from Rodger Worthen: 

 UDOT explained that an EIS was chosen so there could 
public/community involvement.  UDOT’s goal is to develop and 
the least possible impact, and UDOT plans to meet with the c
meeting. 

 1000 W. to 2000 W. on Syracuse Road is very important to Syra
a gateway concept to be established. 

 UDOT will explore options for a Town Center Plan, but need
standards. 

 Syracuse City would like formal planting of trees along the road
zone requirements limit UDOT’s ability to place trees near the r
to be planted behind sidewalk and require citizen involvement. 

 Syracuse City wants unique street lighting and other streetsc
meandering sidewalks and improvements with UTA bus stops (be

 The city understands the need for financial backing of the project
Public Meeting 
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nutes are included in the 

Horrocks Engineers met 

be a higher level of 
perform the project with 
ity prior to each public 

cuse, and the city wants 

s to design to highway 

way.  New federal clear 
oadway; trees may need 

ape amenities, such as 
nches, turnouts, etc.). 
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Other Discussion Items/Questions 
 

 Syracuse City supports corridor widening. 
 Sryacuse wants burial of overhead utilities. 
 The road will remain as is and include implementation of UDOT standards.  Syracuse 

would like raised medians if the medians include trees. 
 The city is not in favor of noise walls. 
 Setback requirements for properties are 25 feet for residential. 
 The typical roadway section will be kept open at this time.  Homeowners will be required 

to maintain parkstrip. 
 Other local planned transportation improvements include a signal at Banbury Drive and 

Allison Way. 
 Syracuse has a very active historic society. 
 Other important structures include the Museum and the Maverick gas station. 
 Irrigation will remain on the corridor. 
 Corridor drainage should already be taken care of in Syracuse’s master plan.  There 

should be no need for detention. 

October 15, 2003:  Agency Scoping 
At the Agency Scoping meeting the following concerns were addressed: 
 

 Davis School District - concerned about the addition of curb and gutter and the two 
major existing crosswalks in the study area (one at Allison Way and one at 1000 West) 
used by school children. 

 Utah Transit Authority (UTA) – concerned about bus stops, adequate shoulders, and 
sidewalks.  The 1700 South corridor could be a major access road to a rail station in the 
future.  The potential for park-and-ride facilities was also discussed. 

 Utah Division of Water Quality (UDWQ) – concerned about the quality of storm water 
runoff and hopes the project team will look for ways to minimize runoff. 

 UDOT Central Environmental – stated that farmlands could be an issue.  The project 
team needs to consider cumulative effects on farmland and the potential to convert 
farmland into residential developments. 

 U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) – does not think that there are any habitat 
issues near the Syracuse Road Corridor, other than in regard to water quality, and does 
not expect to find threatened or endangered species in the project area. 

 Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) – stated that access for emergency services 
during construction is vital.  Section 4(f) and the potential for many homes on the 
corridor to be eligible for the National Historic Register were also discussed.  There 
needs to be a complete avoidance alternative (other then the No-build).   

December 11, 2003:  Public Open House No. 1 
This open house was held at Syracuse City Hall for two hours one weekday evening.  Thirty-four 
residents attended this meeting, and five written comments were received.  A summary of 
comments received at the meeting follows. 
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Public Meeting 

 The waiting game is already getting old – it would be very helpful to see preliminary 
plans.   

 Improvements are long overdue, Syracuse has grown beyond the existing road capacity.   
 Road should be widened to the south side. 
 Difficult to access the road during several hours in the afternoon. 
 Road needs to be widened to five lanes at least. 
 Traffic is terrible on this road, difficult to back out onto the road. 
 A signal or pedestrian overpass is needed at Allison Way. 
 Plan should include a bicycle path, parkstrips, and sidewalks. 
 Increase the road to 3 lanes in each direction if possible. 
 This road is heavily traveled because it is Syracuse's main east 

west arterial road and the only link to Antelope Island. 
 6 lanes will be needed when Legacy is built & ties into 1700 S. 
 Take out the houses - don't leave them without front yards. 
 Road should be wide enough for parking & room to back out. 
 The option to do nothing is not realistic, as Syracuse continues to 

grow houses rather than crops of any sort. 
 This road is the main artery out and can't handle traffic now. 
 Summer traffic increases with people going to Antelope Island. 
 An option to increase mass transit (busses) is also not realistic; as 

when the buses stop, all traffic behind them have to stop. 

January 26, 2004:  Syracuse City 
 Representatives of Horrocks Engineers met with Syracuse City.  The following items were 
discussed: 
 

 Syracuse City explained a great need for Syracuse Road improvements: Syracuse Road is 
the only route to Antelope Island; it serves traffic demand from Clinton and West Point 
as well as from Syracuse, it will serve as access road to commuter rail, and it will serve a 
new high school.  It was pointed out that the need is now and that transit improvements 
alone would not meet the demands. 

 City growth. 
 The City was not aware of any properties along the project area that would have special 

historic significance to the community. 
 Streetscape standards for lights and trees. 
 Placing the utilities underground remains a high priority. 
 Addresses can be provided for specific sections of the city for use in the social impact 

study. 
 A copy of the Syracuse General Plan map, a copy of the General Plan, and a Current 

Zoning Map were provided. 

February 11, 2004:  Syracuse City 
Representatives of UDOT and Horrocks Engineers met with Syracuse City.  Preliminary 
Alternatives were reviewed (north shift, south shift 1, south shift 2, and off-corridor south shift).  
Public Meeting No. 1 was reviewed and the upcoming Public Meeting No. 2 was discussed.  The 
city also reiterated the importance of: 
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Children’s Table at Public Meeting 

 Underground utilities. 
 Decorative lighting. 
 Desire to explore trees in parkstips or behind the sidewalk. 
 Desire to explore the potential for meandering sidewalk. 
 Bike lanes are important, may need to consider behind the sidewalk. 
 Gateway at 2000 West. 

March 10, 2004:  Public Open House No. 2 
Approximately 63 people attended the open house, and 31 written comments were received.  A 
summary of comments received at the meeting is as follows: 

 Several individuals see the need for improvements, 
including considerations for buses, bike lanes, and 
improved school crossings. 

 Many individuals gave opinions regarding the 
alternatives presented.  Many did not like 
Alternatives E & F.  There was not a consensus 
regarding the alternatives, although many thought that 
Alternative C was the best. 

 Additional comments were received regarding right-
of-way acquisition, additional signal lights, and 
environmental factors. 

May 4, 2004:  Syracuse Planning Commission 
The March 10, 2004 Public Meeting No. 2 was reviewed, alignment alternatives and Section 4(f) 
were discussed, and a tentative date of June 2004 was set for Public Meeting No. 3. 

July 10, 2004:  Syracuse Museum Foundation 
Issues relating to historic structures were discussed.  UDOT requested that the Foundation 
review historic structures and provide information relating to any historic structures/properties 
that have local importance. 

July 21, 2004:  Public Open House No. 3 
Approximately 88 individuals attended the open house, and written comments were received 
from 34 individuals.  A summary of comments received at the meeting is as follows: 
 
Question 1: Alternatives E and F (off-corridor alignments) do not meet the purpose and need and 
should be eliminated from further study.  Please indicate if you support or oppose this action and 
explain why. 

 Support – 26 responses 
 Oppose – 4 responses 

 
Question 2: Please indicate the Alternative(s) you prefer for Syracuse Road (1000 W. to 2000 
W.) and why.  Also indicate anything that could be added/changed to improve the Alternative(s). 

 No-Action – preferred by 0 individuals 
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 Option A – Widen Equally about the Centerline – preferred 
by 7 individuals 

 Option C – Widen to South - preferred by 21 individuals 
 Option D – Widen to North - preferred by 7 individuals 

 
Question 3: Flexibility in highway design allows some elements of 
the roadway cross-section to be modified.  Please identify your 
preferences for Syracuse Road (1000 W. to 2000 W.): 

 Median/Left Turn Lane 
o 14-ft wide -  preferred by 21 individuals 
o 13-ft wide - preferred by 3 individuals 
o Other - preferred by 0 individuals 

 Travel Lanes (two in each direction) 
o 12-ft wide - preferred by 25 individuals 
o 11.5-ft wide - preferred by 1 individual 
o 11-ft wide - preferred by 0 individuals 
o 10.5-ft wide - preferred by 0 individuals 
o Other - preferred by 0 individuals 

 Shoulders 
o 12-ft wide - preferred by 18 individuals 
o 10-ft wide - preferred by 5 individuals 
o 5-ft wide - preferred by 2 individuals 
o Other – preferred by 0 individuals 

 Sidewalks & Parkstrips 
o 4-ft to 6-ft wide sidewalks with 3-ft to 5-ft wide parkstrips – preferred by 23 

individuals 
o 6-ft wide sidewalks & no parkstrips – preferred by 2 individuals 
o Other – preferred by 1 individual 

 Median Types: Near Intersection 
o Painted – preferred by 19 individuals 
o Raised/Landscaped – preferred by 5 individuals 
o Raised/Paved – preferred by 0 individuals      

 Median Types: Area between 
o Painted – preferred by 20 individuals 
o Raised/Landscaped – preferred by 5 individuals 
o Raised/Paved – preferred by 0 individuals 

 
Question 4: Please list any additional comments, suggestions, or concerns you have regarding 
this project. 

 Several individuals see the need for improvements, including considerations for buses, 
bike lanes, and improved school crossings. 

October 20, 2004:  Syracuse City 
Representatives of UDOT and Horrocks Engineers met with Syracuse City.  The following items 
were discussed: 

 Utilities Issues 

Comment Form 
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Public Meeting 

o City wants to proceed with the intent to bury the utilities, but it is not a guarantee 
(cost to city: about $1¼ to 1¾ million). 

o If the easement/buffer area is used on the north side for the south shift alternative, 
then UDOT ends up acquiring 10 extra feet of right-of-way.  This could cost 
around $500,000. 

 Other betterment issues 
o Park strips - the city does not want colored stamped concrete. 
o Planting wells will not be used. 
o The city would like formal planting of trees; it may explore working with 

property owners to place trees and other betterments outside of UDOT right-of-
way.  Charles indicated that items purchased with federal funds need to be in the 
right-of-way. 

o The city has a lighting detail it wants to use. 
o Some enhancement funds may be obtained (city 20% match; can’t use for 

utilities). 
 The city is planning to have Boyer extend Marilyn Drive (1475 West).  It is not sure what 

to do with the two intersections or where it would like the signal.  It agrees that the 
school crossing should be at the signal. 

 According to Cindy Gooch, the locally important structure letters/coordination from the 
Museum foundation was intended to identify structures that the foundation would like 
mitigated (moved to a new location if possible).  The letter was not intended to indicate 
structures the city feels should be avoided. 

 The 2000 West Intersection was shifted west to avoid the historic property. 
 Rodger will put the following information on the ftp site: 

o Electronic parks map 
o Electronic bicycle/trails map 
o Electronic zoning and land use maps 

 Public Meeting #4 
o Date: Wednesday, November 10, 2004. 
o Advertising boards placed on Museum Property on south side and in the parkstrip 

on the north side. 
o Materials to be presented: Alternatives to be carried through document (north 

shift, south shift, no-build) with identification of the “technically” preferred 
alternative. 

o Information desired from public: Acceptability of alternative and ways to improve 
alternative. 

November 10, 2004:  Public Open House No. 4 
Approximately 112 individuals attended the open 
house, and written comments were received from 33 
individuals.  A summary of comments received at the 
meeting is as follows: 

 The majority of individuals preferred 
Alternative C – the technically preferred 
alternative.  

 Several individuals expressed their preference 
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for underground utilities. 
 Many individuals want improvements made to intersecting streets – specifically signals 

and crosswalks at either Allison Way or Marilyn Drive. 

January 27, 2005:  Syracuse City 
 Representatives of Horrocks Engineers met with Syracuse City.  The following items were 
discussed: 

 A current zoning map dated January 4, 2005 was provided. 
 Several new subdivisions are underway within Syracuse City.  Seven subdivisions that 

are just starting were identified that will include at least 843 new homes.  The new high 
school is under construction along 2000 West north of 700 South.  Discussions are 
underway for a Wal-Mart on Syracuse West just west of 2000 West.   

 1475 West has been approved and platted – part of the Boyer development. 
 Resolution says Alt E & F would dissect over 50 acres of commercial property.  The land 

south of the designated commercial use is planned to be residential.  The Boyer Company 
has platted half of this property for residential development which eliminates any 
possibility of shifting the commercial development to the south.   

 Syracuse Road is already used as a boundary and no additional social impacts as a result 
of Alternative C or D is expected. 

 Land use in Syracuse City under the No-action Alternative was discussed.  Vacant land 
on the north side of Syracuse Road may develop as residential instead of commercial 
under this scenario.  Also the land south of Syracuse Road may not develop into 
commercial.  It is anticipated that commercial development at the 1000 West and 2000 
West intersections would remain the same.  It is not expected that other development in 
Syracuse City would change. 

 In addition to Toshich & Chieko Shibs @ 1679 West Syracuse Road, Roger is aware of 
some Hispanic families that live along Syracuse Road. 

 Roger is not aware of any businesses that are minority or low income owners. 
 A small grocery store (Tom’s Market) was on the southwest corner of Syracuse 

Road/2000 West in a building owned by George Hamblin.  Underground storage tanks 
began leaking a few years ago and were removed in 2000 (known as Tomboy on the 
LUST list).  The remediation efforts are still underway.  The groundwater flow is to the 
west so there should be little or not impact to the project.  

 Roger will provide a map showing the recreational boundaries on the city owned 
property.  The boundaries will not go to Syracuse Road – the museum property is not part 
of the recreational use and therefore would not be considered a Section 4(f) property.  

 Storm drain trunk lines are in place at Allison Way and 2000 West and have been sized to 
accommodate the storm water from Syracuse Road.  Detention basins should not be 
needed along Syracuse Road. 

February 6, 2006:  Public Hearing  
The Public Hearing was held on February 8, 2006 at the Syracuse City offices.  The Public 
Hearing was attended by 128 individuals and comments were received by 50 individuals (48 
written and two verbal).  The majority of comments received were in favor of Alternative C 
(mostly south shift) as the Preferred Alternative, while 8 individuals thought that another 
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alternative was better than Alternative C.  Other comments included the following (a complete 
list of comments and responses is included in Appendix D – Comments on Draft EIS): 
 

 A traffic signal is needed at Marilyn Drive. 
 Roadway improvements are needed on Syracuse Road westward to 2500 West/Bluff 

Street. 
 The homes on the north side should be taken because they are run down and an eyesore. 
 Why were Alternatives E and F removed from further study – they had much fewer 

impacts? 
 I am against any raised medians. 
 Alternative D should be the Preferred Alternative. 
 Need a noise wall for our home. 

8.2 CORRESPONDENCE LETTERS 
Correspondence letters are shown in Table 8-1 and are included in the following pages, in order 
by date.  
 
Table 8-1.  Coordination Letters. 

Date To From Topic 

February 7, 2003 Horrocks Engineers  
(Chris Elison) NRCS (Ray Grow) Farmland 

May 14, 2003 UDOT (Bruce Swenson) Syracuse City (Rodger 
Worthen) City Coordination 

May 19, 2003 Syracuse City  
(Rodger Worthen) UDOT (Bruce Swenson) City Coordination 

September 29, 2003 Horrocks Engineers  
(Stan Jorgensen) 

Wetland Resources (Todd 
Sherman Wetlands 

October 14, 2003 UDOT (Terry Johnson) 
US Army Corps of 
Engineers (James 
Thomas) 

Wetlands 

January 20, 2004 WFRC (Charles Chappell) FTA (Lee O. Waddleton) 
FHWA (David C. Gibbs) Air Quality 

February 11, 2004 FHWA (Jeffrey Berna) UDOT (Ahmad Jaber) Logical Termini 
February 24, 2005 UDOT (Ahmad Jaber) FHWA (Jeffrey Berna) Logical Termini 

March 2, 2004 Horrocks Engineers  
(Tom Allen) WFRC (Kip Billings) Congestion Management 

System 

March 15, 2004 Earth Touch (Lornal Billat) Utah Geological Society 
(Martha Hayden) 

Paleontological 
Compliance 

April 8, 2004 Horrocks Engineers (Brian 
Christensen) UDOT (John Leonard) Draft Operational Safety 

Report 

June 22, 2004 Horrocks Engineers 
(Stephanee Eastman) 

Syracuse City (Cindy 
Gooch) 

City Council Resolution 
R04-05 

July 12, 2004 Horrocks Engineers  
(Stan Jorgensen) 

Utah Department of 
Natural Resources (Lyle 
Bennett) 

Section 6(f) properties 

July 29, 2004 UDOT (Chris Lizotte) 
Syracuse Museum 
Foundation (DeLore 
Thurgood) 

Locally important historic 
structures 

August 16, 2004 Horrocks Engineers 
(Stewart Lamb) 

Syracuse Museum 
Foundation (DeLore 
Thurgood) 

Locally important historic 
structures 

November 1, 2004 Horrocks Engineers  
(Carla Wilson) UDOT (Paul West) Peregrine Falcon 

December 13, 2004 SHPO (Barbara Murphy) UDOT (Shaun Nelson) DOE/FOE Concurrence 
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Date To From Topic 
December 16, 2004 Native American Tribes FHWA (Jeff Berna) Cultural Coordination 

January 28, 2005 Horrocks Engineers 
(Nicole Tolley) UDWR (Lenora Sullivan) Wildlife 

February 1, 2005 Horrocks Engineers  
(Tom Allen) 

Syracuse City  
(Roger Worthen) 

Recreational boundaries 
for Centennial Park 

February 9, 2005 UDOT (Paul West) USFWS (Henry Maddux) Threatened and 
Endangered Species 

April 15, 2005 
UDOT Environmental 
Staff, UDOT Project 
Managers & Consultants 

UDOT (Lyle McMillan & 
Brent Jensen) 

Relocation Impacts in 
Environmental Documents 

August 24, 2005 Horrocks Engineers 
(Bradley Powell) 

LECG 
(Philip Cook) 

Land Use and 
Developability Evaluation 

September 7, 2005 Syracuse City  
(Mike Moyes) 

Lewis Young Robertson & 
Burningham, Inc. (Susan 
Becker) 

Syracuse City Commercial 
& Sales Tax Impacts 

September 13, 2005 Horrocks Engineers (Stan 
Jorgensen) 

Syracuse City 
(Mike Moyes) 

Syracuse City Commercial 
& Sales Tax Impacts 

September 21, 2005 Syracuse Road Project 
File  Horrocks Engineers 

Feasible and Prudent 
Standard of  
Alternative E 

September 30, 2005 UDOT (John Njord) FTA (Lee Waddleton) 
FHWA (Charles Bolinger) 

Air Quality Conformity 

January 18, 2006 FHWA (Jeffrey Berna) ACHP (Raymond Wallace) ACHP Notification of 
Adverse Effects 

January 30, 2006 Standard Examiner (Susan 
Bennett) Horrocks Engineers 

Proof of Publication in 
Standard Examiner for 
Public Hearing 

February 1, 2006 Newspaper Agency 
Corporation (Cheri Earl) Horrocks Engineers 

Proof of Publication in SL 
Tribune & Deseret Morning 
News for Public Hearing 

February 27, 2006 US Fish and Wildlife 
(Henry Maddux) UDOT (Paul West) Threatened and 

Endangered Species 
March 28, 2006 Davis County Clipper UDOT Notice of Adverse Effect 

Proof of Publication 
March 30, 2006 Standard Examiner UDOT Notice of Adverse Effect 

Proof of Publication 

 










































































































































































































	Chapter 8 - Comments and Coordination
	8.1 Coordination Meetings
	8.2 Correspondence Letters




